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“The newspaper stories were like dreams to us, bad dreams dreamt by others.
How awful, we would say, and they were, but they were awful without being
believable. They were too melodramatic, they had a dimension that was not the
dimension of our lives. We were the people who were not in the papers. |...) We
lived in the gaps between the stories.”

Margaret Atwood, “The handmaid's tale”
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The Badrooms art installation deals with the traumatic and taboo subject of
child sexual abuse, using dolls, handwritten testimonies of survivors, video

and doll houses.

Anne Plaisance began the Badrooms project
in 2014, while living in France. She plans to
have created 100 boxes by 2019. In the
boxes, dolls are pinned, thus similar to
delicate  butterflies  on  joyful  colors
backgrounds, evoking at the first glance, a
child bedroom in a welcoming home.

In the boxes, short sentences are handwritten:
these testimonies, found on the web, are
usually anonymous. They tell about rape,
sexual abuse, that adults have experienced
when they were kids, when they were young
and vulnerable. Testimonies have been
written in French, polish, and English. 3
languages fluently spoken by the artist. They
could be written in each existing language.

Dolls are giving back their voice to the
victims  of abuse,  changing
symbolically their victim role to a survivor
one.

sexual

A doll is a model of a human being, often used
as a toy for children. Dolls have traditionally
been used in magic and religious rituals
throughout the world. The use of an effigy to
perform a spell on someone is documented in
African, Native American, and European
cultures. The intention is that whatever actions
are performed upon the effigy will be transferred
to the subject based in sympathetic magic.

Adults who as children were victimized by adults
often suffer from low self-esteem, difficulties in
interpersonal  relationships,  and
dysfunction, and are at an extremely high risk of
many mental disorders, including depression,
anxiety, phobic avoidance reactions, other
disorder, substance abuse, borderline personality
disorder, and complex posttraumatic stress
disorder.

sexual

In addition to these boxes, the installation
includes doll's houses and a video.

www.anneplaisance.com
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Dolls (vintage and collection dolls, bought and modified for the
majority).

Mixed technique: paper/acrylic paint/doll/fabric/ink/wood/
Plexiglas/paper clay/barbed wire/lace/pearls/..)

Boxes size : 19,7 x 13 x 3,54 (50 x 33 x 9 cm)

Doll House size : 28 4/8 x 38 x 18 4/8"

The boxes are modular and adapted for each exhibition space.






Badrooms was censored in the USA in 2017.

The exhibition title was "Girls just wanna have fun"
regarding women, their voices and suffering.

The exhibition was held at the First Parish Unitarian
Church of Lexington, MA in June 2017.

My answer to the censorship, was first informing what
was being censored. Second, | provoked a discussion,
with the "What happened at the Church" project
(ongoing): it was presented at the Kathryn Schultz Gallery
in Cambridge, MA in October 2017.



Exhibition vie at the Church - June 2017
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Exhibition view -Thursday afternoon: my answer to censorship




Exhibition view - Thursday afternoon: my answer to censorship
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Some famous iconic women have been
sexually assaulted when little girls.

They sang, they played, they created.
They used their sorrow and resilience to
inspire and make art.
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The Badrooms concept was adapted for
an exhibition in Warsaw, Poland, in the
street, between schools, embassies,
near the Parliament (2015).

Dolls were created with materials like
clay, fiber, barbed wire, wood, paper,
lace, acrylics, plastic, canvas, etc..
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Badrooms exhibition view - Warsaw, Poland, 2015















